
Parish Profile of Parish of Bass Phillip Island
The Parish of Bass Phillip Island in addition to the main centre St Philip’s, Cowes includes St Augustine’s, San Remo and  St Paul’s, Bass.
The future is bright for the parish and the mission opportunities are wide ranging.
Good pastoral and home groups support the health and heart of the parish with strong and committed lay people in each centre. New retirees bring experience and commitment.
Once a month less formal worship is offered at St Philip’s, Cowes with a Prayer, Praise and Proclamation service which in addition to being well received by parishioners is hoped to provide a soft entry for neighbours and friends. Fortnightly services at St Augustine’s, San Remo are lay lead and another entry point for families.
Well known for the Penguin Parade, Phillip Island is   a place of great physical beauty  with plentiful nature parks and both bay and ocean beaches, a haven for surfers,   a desired location for holidaymakers and retirees .
In addition it is a vibrant community for families with  State Primary, Roman Catholic Primary, Village  School  and a P-12 independent  ecumenical school, Newhaven College, with over 1,000 students rich in provision of the Arts.
The Arts along with sporting clubs are alive and well on the island and the new Community Centre underway is indicative of the Bass Council’s confidence of the viability of the community.
In addition Australia’s only Vietnam Museum is situated on the island with a new larger one about to be built.
The population of the island is over 13,000 rising to 40,000 in
the summer months along with major attractions like the  international  Bike Grand Prix. Each year parishioners supported by members of the wider community provide a tasty breakfast from 7 in the morning till 12 to bikers and travellers to the island. The parish hall is a gathering place for many who travel annually for this event.
San Remo has a population of 1700 approximately which expands during the holiday season and supports a busy fishing port. 
In recent times the housing has expanded enormously and up to date numbers were not available as to  permanent residents but visitors often join the congregation at St Augustine’s and support the Mary Talbot Room Op Shop which is supported by parishioners from all centres.
Bass attracts worshippers from surrounding areas as far down as the Gurdies with a growing population at Grantville.
St Philip’s is strategically situated in the heart of Cowes and has become somewhat of a village green with outside tables and chairs and markets held several times a month which parish members support with a sausage sizzle and Devonshire tea.
Each summer Red Frogs and Scripture Union Theos make St Phillip’s their base for supporting schoolies and outreach.
St Philip’s runs a successful book sale in the parish hall during most school holidays which is well supported by holidaymakers looking for a holiday read.
This is not a sleepy beachside place!

